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 Our community has a rich history of helping 
others in need. This spirit of generosity and 
willingness to give back often starts at a 
young age. Many students in Sault Schools are 
already reaching out and helping others 
through Service Learning projects in the 
schools and community. In fact, Sault Area 
High School now offers a Service Learning 
class, instructed by Tracy Menard. Service 
Learning is a teaching methodology that 
connects community service projects back to 
the classroom. For students, higher attendance 
rates, testing grades, and graduation rates are 
among the benefits of Service Learning. The 
community benefits as a result of the work 
and contributions of these young people who 
are committed to making a difference. This 
past summer, one of our students and one 
employee were recognized for their efforts in 
Service Learning. Haylie Bergstrom, a junior 
at Malcolm High School received the Detroit 
Pistons Student of the Year award for her 
efforts last year, particularly in the student 
group Malcolm Students Offering Service 
(MSOS). Also, Allison Campbell, Native 
American Advisor at Malcolm High School, 
was recognized as the LEAGUE Michigan 
Administrator of the Year for her work in 
assisting students in their Service Learning 
efforts. Finally, Tracy Menard’s Service 
Learning class received an award for $1,500 
to implement a grant process in honor of 
Global Youth Service Day this spring. 
Students and staff undertake many other 
volunteer efforts and our community is 
stronger as a result. 

 
 Again this year, The Spotlight’s “Where Are 

They Now” section will feature Sault Schools 
alumni and their experiences after graduation. 

Joel Lake, Sault High Science instructor 
prepares this feature. If you have a 
recommendation for this section, please send 
an email to: wherearetheynow@eup.k12.mi.us 

 
 On Friday, December 13, 2013, the district 

will celebrate 100 years of boys basketball at 
Sault Area High School. The 1958-1959 boys 
team who went to the state semi-finals and the 
top ten scorers in Sault High history will be 
recognized at halftime of the varsity game. 
Photos and memorabilia from the program 
throughout the years will be on display. A 
reception for former players, family and 
friends of the program will be held at the C.C. 
Hall following the varsity game. The public is 
cordially invited to attend the game and the 
reception to help celebrate the basketball 
centennial. Please call the Sault High Athletic 
office for more information at (906) 635-3839 
Ext. 5815. 

 
 Annually the Soo Evening News runs its 

“Best Of” edition in which residents vote for 
the “Best Of” in a wide variety of categories. 
This year, Sault Schools received several 
awards. The certificates will be presented at 
the November 11 meeting of the Board of 
Education. Congratulations! 

 
 Best High School: Sault Area High School 
 Best High School Principal: John Sherry – 

Sault Area High School 
 Best Middle School: Sault Area Middle 

School 
 Best School Counselor: Pam Pomeroy – Sault 

Area Middle School 
 Best Elementary School: Lincoln Elementary 
 Best Coach: John Ferroni – Sault High 

Hockey 
 

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Tim Hall 

mailto:wherearetheynow@eup.k12.mi.us
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Becoming a Falconer 

The Neebish Island Women’s Community Group recently held their annual quilt raffle in which the proceeds are used 

to provide a hardcover children's dictionary to each 4th grade student at Soo Township Elementary School. Group 

members Diane Laitinen, 

Carolyn Gerald, Ann Landini, 

Dorla Parr, Leesa McCready 

and Dorothy Tyner visited Soo 

Township School on Friday, 

October 14 to present the 

dictionaries to the students. 

Soo Township students and 

staff are extremely grateful to 

the group for conducting this 

worthwhile project! 

Neebish Island Women’s Group held Annual Quilt Raffle 

Lincoln School students are enjoying the  new sandbox which was created on the playground through a combined 

contribution of money time and effort from The Chippewa County Credit Union - who donated the funds to build 

the sandbox , Matheny Lawn Services  - who constructed and built the sandbox,  and Fox Excavating - who filled 

the new box with sand.   

Lincoln School Enjoys New Sandbox 

In this picture 2nd grade students took time out 

from building castles and forts to pose. 

Standing in the back row from left to right 

are Jordan Cantafio and Chris Matheny 

from Matheny Lawn Services, Kim Norton 

from Chippewa County Credit 

Union and Principal Sheri McFarlane. Not 

pictured are Mike and Paul Fox from Fox 

Excavating. 

  

The students and staff at Lincoln Elementary 

School wish to thank all three businesses for 

their donation to our school. THANK YOU! 

In mid-October students in Mr. Lake’s Biology, 

Ecology, and Anatomy/Physiology classes were 

visited by Kenn Filkins.   Mr. Filkins, a local  

falconer and editor of the national falconry  

magazine Hawk Chalk, engaged students in  

a discussion around the characteristics of birds  

of prey.  He also talked to Sault High students 

about how to become a falconer.  Students 

benefitted from his first hand experiences and  

were able to develop a deeper understanding 

of the natural world surrounding them.   
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 The Lincoln School safety patrol team consists of the following students from Mrs. Hutchinson’s 5th grade 

class: Carrigan Craven, Jenna McKerchie, Joseph Nolan, Elizabeth Krautner, and Elijah Clow. The team was 

created after growing concerns for student safety and traffic control issues were brought to light. 

  

 Selections for patrol members were made after interested students filled out an application form provided 

by AAA.  Selected members were students who demonstrated the ability to follow Lincoln School’s positive 

behavior plan, the four B’s (be safe, be respectful, be responsible, be ready to learn). Members were trained in 

accordance with the AAA School Safety Patrol Operations Manual. 

  

 The Lincoln School leadership team consists of the following 5th grade students: Ayla Kilponen, Joseph 

Cole, Kayden King, Keldon Casey, Alexys Leach, and Makenzie Jacobson. These students were selected by 

their 4th grade teachers and the school’s intervention specialist, Mr. Worley. They not only follow the four B’s, 

but also possess strong leadership skills. 
  

 Members of the leadership team are responsible for setting a good example for all other students in the 

building. They help students learn the importance of following the four B’s and serve as positive role models 

for their fellow Lincoln Falcons.  

Feeding America 

 On Thursday, September 18 the Sault 
Middle School Girls Volleyball teams had 
a charity night for "Feeding 
America.”  While playing the tough 
opponent of St. Ignace, the gym was 
filled with supporters from both teams 
who donated canned goods or money for 
the cause.  They raised a total of $171.00 
and collected over 200 cans for this 
charity.    

Lincoln Leadership and Safety Patrol 
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Bruce Brown 

“Alex, I’ll take the most craved food in America for 1000 points.”  I think most of us 

watching Jeopardy that day would find that question very obvious.  “What is chocolate?!” 

 

Chocolate is easily found in many forms at every grocery store, restaurant, movie theater, 

and gas station in the United States.  But to find the highest quality chocolate you have to 

search a bit more.  Luckily, here in northern Michigan, our search is quite short.  We need 

only travel to Sault Schools’ alumnus Bruce Brown’s Alpine Chocolate Haus, with locations 

in Gaylord, Sault Ste. Marie, Boyne City, and recently Plymouth. 

 

The son of a factory worker in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Bruce came from a hard-working 

and very loving family.  From early on, he learned the value of a hard day’s work.   He attended Sault Public 

Schools from his kindergarten days at Lincoln Elementary all the way through his graduation from Sault High in 

1976.  He fondly remembers his days in Mr. Arsenault’s Sault High English class.   “He made class so interesting 

and fun and was always making you laugh.”  Football coach Paul Baldwin also had an inspiring saying that he 

repeated often to his players:  “We are a Class A school, so win or lose, we’ll look like a Class A team.  Coach 

Baldwin made sure we were disciplined and represented our school in a professional manner at all times.”  Bruce 

has many great memories of his time at Sault High as well.  “I enjoyed high school because I always had a lot of 

good times with my friends.  We always hung out in the commons area before school and at lunch.  The best thing 

about my high school days was that many of the friends that I made have become life-long friends. “ 

 

So how did Bruce Brown end up becoming one of the most successful chocolatier’s in Michigan?  “I was looking 

for a business to buy and this store was for sale in Gaylord,” he said. “The owners didn’t make their own chocolate, 

and I had no intention of making my own.  Then in 1986, I met a mentor who took me under her wing and taught us 

how to make chocolate.  Since then, I’ve been able to develop my own recipes for chocolates, fudge, caramel corn 

and other quality treats.  In the past 28 years I have since 

perfected my original recipes for all the confections available at 

Alpine Chocolat Haus.  We make all of our quality confections 

in our kitchen upstairs at our Gaylord store.” 

 

Now about that chocolate. The magic is in its pure simplicity. 

Each piece is lovingly crafted from only the finest ingredients. 

They never cut corners.  They always use butter, never 

margarine, and the end result is the most amazing, gotta-have-

‘em-now chocolates imaginable.   “We keep it simple and true to 

our roots.  The end result is a brand of chocolate unsurpassed for 

its taste, texture, and all-around crave-ability.” 

 

What advice would Bruce Brown have for anyone interested in 

creating a successful business?  “Follow your passion and work hard to achieve what you believe in.  Remember 

that good customer service is of utmost importance and treat others how you want to be treated.  With perseverance 

anything is possible.” 

 

If you have suggestions for this section, email us at wherearetheynow@eup.k12.mi.us 
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Ajak Deng 
Most people have heard the story of the Lost Boys of Sudan who fought off unspeakable 

dangers as they walked across Sudan as children during that country’s civil war.  Oddly 

enough we, in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, are very familiar with their story since we were 

fortunate enough to watch a group of them adjust and grow in their new, and very foreign 

environment. 

 

Ajak Deng arrived in Sault Ste. Marie in June, 2001 from the Kakuma refugee camp in 

northern Kenya, Africa.  Driven to overcome his new, awkward surroundings and culture, 

he was dedicated to working hard to achieve the most from his educational opportunities in 

the Sault Ste. Marie Public Schools.  This was not easily accomplished and he had many 

obstacles to overcome, to say the least.  “Every bit of Sault High was a memorable experience.  Making friends was 

quite a challenge, as well as trying to adjust to the technology that was presented in class, especially Powerpoint 

presentations which were very unfamiliar and stressful because they were my first exposure to the wonders of 

technology!” 

 

Ajak spent many hours before and after school putting in extra time in pursuit of his high school diploma and one 

step closer to a higher education.  Many teachers and community members were influential in Ajak’s progression.  

“Each and every teacher at Sault High influenced me in their own way.  All of the teachers were very supportive of 

my dreams and often provided me with great words of encouragement.  These words were the foundation of my 

success.  I appreciated the work of Paul Pioszak and Jane Duffield when we first arrived in the Sault.  They took the 

time to help shape our broken English into basic English.  The after school grammatical assistance was indeed very 

helpful.” 

 

But now that Ajak had achieved his first educational goal of a high school diploma, where did his education take 

him next?  “After my graduation from Sault High, I attended Lake Superior State University and received an 

Associate degree in social work and a dual degree in sociology and human services in 2007.  After my graduation 

from LSSU I moved to Texas where I attended graduate school at the University of Texas at San Antonio.  I 

graduated with a masters degree in sociology in 2012.” 

 

“Currently I am working as a graduate assistant to the Chair of the Sociology Department at the University of 

Texas at San Antonio.  At the same time I am studying for my GRE and LSAT.  I would like to attend a program 

that will allow me to pursue a joint degree in law and sociology.  However, my ultimate goal in life is to make a 

difference in people as the world has made a difference in me.  I deeply believe that it is my time to give back, not 

only to my family, but to those who have helped me through my life experiences.   

 

When asked if he has plans to return to Sudan he states “yes, I plan on returning; first to reunite with my family that 

I haven’t seen for 20 years, I miss them so much.  I would also like to pay a visit to the capital city of Jonglei (Bor) 

as well as Juba, the capital of South Sudan to bear witness to the changes that are the result of the Comprehensive 

Peace Agreement signed in 2011, which allowed South Sudan to become an independent country after 21 years of 

civil war.  And lastly, I look forward to the day I shall once again drink the River Nile water to quench my thirst.  It 

has been a long time since I left my beautiful swimming pool.” 
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Amy Dunn 
Amy is a 6th and 7th 
grade science teacher at 
Sault Middle School. She 
graduated  from 
Michigan State University 
with a degree in Biology.   

Melissa Teasley   
Melissa attended Northern 
Michigan University. After 
that she earned her Master’s 
Degree through Capella 
University for school 
counseling .  She works at 
Sault  Middle School as a 
counselor. 

Brittany  Bisdorf 
Brittany graduated from 
Dakota State University in 
Madison, South Dakota with a 
Bachelor's Degree in 
Elementary Education. She 
teaches Special Education for  
Sault Middle School. 

Larry Warner  
Larry attended Lake Superior 
State University and earned a 
Bachelor's Degree in 
Secondary Education and 
Northern Michigan 
University where he earned 
his degree in Industrial Arts. 
He teaches the Woods class 
at Sault Middle School and 
Sault High School. 

Like us on Facebook at 

“Sault Schools” 

Lisa McRorie 
Lisa is a Sault High and Lake 
Superior State graduate with 
a Bachelor's in Secondary 
Education. She is graduating 
this year with a Master’s in 
Curriculum, Instruction, and 
Assessment. She is the 
Malcolm High School Social 
Studies teacher. 

Jill Rowland 
Jill has a Bachelor’s of 
Science from the University 
of Mobile and a Master’s of 
Science from the University 
of Maryland. She teaches 
Science at Malcolm High 
School.  

Rob McRorie 
Rob is a Sault High School 
graduate and is a Native 
American Paraprofessional at 
Malcolm High School. His 
previous job was working for 
Sault Tribe in Early 
Education. 

Don Nowicki 
Don graduated high school 
from De La Salle Prepatory 
School. He graduated from 
Adrian College with 
degrees in Elementary, 
Health, and Physical 
Education. He is the Health 
Teacher at Sault High.  

Shannon Reierson 
Shannon graduated from 
Georgetown High School and 
went to the University of 
New Mexico. She has a Ph. D. 
in Language, Literacy and 
Sociocultural Studies. She 
teaches Spanish at Sault High. 

Anne Clayton 
Anne graduated from 
Newberry High School. 
She went to Michigan 
State University and 
earned a Bachelor's in 
Fine Arts in Art 
Education; she earned 
Master’s degree in 
Technology and 
Education. She teaches 
Art at Sault High and 
Malcolm High School. 

Megan Burkitt 

Megan graduated from 
Lansing High School. She 
attended Grand Valley 
State University and 
earned a Bachelor's of 
Arts in History and a Mi-
nor in French. She teaches 
French and U.S. History at 
Sault High. 

Sault Area High School and Pickford High 

School Volleyball teams held 

"Volley for a Cure" Monday, October 28 at 

Sault High School. The teams raised over 

$1,700, this money will be donated to the 

Team Jessica fund. Thank you for all who 

attended and supported this event.  

Volley for a Cure 
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Families Against Narcotics (FAN) of Chippewa County was founded in response to a growing misuse of 

prescription drugs in our community and surrounding area.  In 2009, a Prescription Drug Task Force was 

started when the Chippewa County Health Department and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office began to track 

the trend of prescription drug use/misuse.   With the help of a Prevention Grant, FAN of Fraser came to our 

area in April 2013 and gave several presentations.  This sparked a lot of interest with several concerned 

citizens.   Soon after the visit from FAN Fraser, a group began to organize community gatherings and share 

their experiences with drug addiction and the effects that it has had on their families and friends.  FAN of 

Chippewa County was born June 2013.   

FAN membership includes parents and families affected by abuse and addiction, concerned citizens, law 

enforcement, school administrators, health professionals, and recovering addicts. 

FAN’s goal is to educate the community about the overuse of prescription drugs, bringing awareness to the 

forefront in the hope that more people will join the effort to facilitate a change in the community.  For more 

information visit FAN’s website at: www.familiesagainstnarcotics.org/Chippewa-County 

 

 

On October 3, 2013 the Construction Trades Program of the Sault Area Career Center, under the supervision of 

instructor Gary Herschell, traveled to Escanaba, Michigan for an Industrial Trades Career Day.  

This event was hosted by the Delta School Craft ISD.  During this career day, students were able talk to trades 

professionals about all aspects of their job, as well as have hands-on experience with a professional. Some of the many 

events the students participated in were: electrical line men pole climbing, quarry dump truck driver, excavator operator, 

bucket truck operator, pavement equipment operator, masonry, welder, millwright, carpenter and many more. Students 

were able to experience what that field would be like and what type of skill level would be needed to be successful. This 

opportunity gave our students a great understanding of the many opportunities that the Construction Trades field has to 

offer. 

Construction Trades Field Trip 



8 

NOTICE 

Sault Area Public Schools policy prohibits discrimination because of 

race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or disability.  Any person who 
believes he or she has been discriminated against in any activity should 

immediately contact the Compliance Officer at Sault Ste. Marie Area 

Public Schools, 876 Marquette Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, 
Telephone 906-635-6609. 
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NOTICE 

Under the No Child Left Behind Legislation governing federally funded 

education programs, parents may contact the Sault Area Public Schools 
administration office for information on the education and certifications of 

teachers and paraprofessionals who work with their children.  The office is 

located at 876 Marquette Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, Telephone 
635-6609. 

Sault Area Public Schools 
876 Marquette Avenue 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 

Postal Customer 

Hope to see you at the game Friday, December 13, 2013 

Boys Basketball Centennial Celebration 


